A NOTE ON 18TH-AND 19TH-CENTURY PLANTATION INVENTORIES FROM MARTINIQUE 1
When reading through Martiniquan slave inventories for any particular year, one quickly realizes that they must have been written out at some early stage and then copied over from one year to the next. 2 When slaves died, their names were simply crossed off the list, and while slaves who were present for at least a year are listed in a careful calligraphy, new arrivals and newborns are listed in a quickly dashed offhand. The following year, their names are copied over with care; henceforth these slaves are full members of the plantation.
Each plantation had its own mode of classifying slaves: by age (with the sexes combined), by age and sex (beginning in 1835 for Plantation Acajou), or following some other order that is often difficult to detect at first but which points toward the existence of coherent, identifiable groupings of slaves. When one plantation is linked to another (as is the case for the Gagneron Desvallons sugar plantation, which had been taken over in 1782 by that of Papin de l'Epine), the original mode of classification is maintained: in this case for example, the slaves of Gagneron Desvallons are listed first, followed by the slaves of Papin de l'Epine and the new arrivals. It is possible, then, to follow the same slaves year after year, with a confirmation of individual's identity because of the practice of listing by both name and age. But the logic behind the ordering of these lists, their organizing principle, remained a puzzle. I began with each slave's age and sex (deduced from the Christian name). Plantation after plantation, name after name, I drew up lists that might provide a clue.
Influenced by the works of Gabriel Debien (especially, Debien 1941), I began by searching for an organization by task groups or gangs. I looked for listings that could have grouped slaves who were, for example, domestics, artisans (carpenters, masons), cowherds, field slaves (the first and second gang), children (the third gang), newborns in the care of a nursemaid, and men and women confined for punishment. On the lists, such subgroupings would be readily apparent, since (at least in the case of the first, second and third gangs) they are age-specific. Also, one could expect to find listed just above the young children one or two female "drivers", and above the infants, a nursemaid. Of the five major plantations in Lamentin, only Acajou provides a test for this hypothesis, as its slaves are listed by age-groupings and sex. But the results appear to be negative: though there seems to be a group of children, they have neither a female driver or nursemaid listed with them. Fortunately, the Du Mauge plantation provides a further test: in 1825, in addition to its usual listings, it registers each slave by task. But again, the hypothesis is not borne out: the drivers (male and female) are not listed first (suggesting the lack of importance given the hierarchy on Martiniquan plantations more generally, 4 and the order of listing does not follow tasks -Zacharie, 33, a field slave, is listed ahead of Severin, 34, who is a driver, who is followed by Louis, 36, who is a carpenter. And if the sextuagenarians are listed first in this inventory, the subsequent listings from the Du Mauge plantation use a system that takes no heed of age and sex. Confronted with the realization that these lists do not group slaves by tasks or gangs, I decided to explore the possibility that they were ordered by some sort of kingship or domestic considerations. I began to restudy the lists, by focusing on women of reproductive age, looking at who preceded and who followed them on the page. When the age difference between a woman and those who followed was at least fifteen years, I assumed there could have been a maternal link. The results of applying this perspective were of the kind that makes research such a pleasure: I found that after many women's names there were others listed in decreasing order of age. This was the clue that suggested we were indeed dealing with mothers and their children. Before accepting this interpretation, I decided to seek confirmation from the records of at least one of the major Lamentin plantations. The lists for the Gagneron Desvallons/Papin de l'Epine plantation seemed potentially useful, since many family ties between slaves are explicitly mentioned. Although these data are far from systematic, they permit the reconstruction of a number of family or domestic groups which, with few exceptions, turn out to have been female-centered. In the listings for 1766, for example, the groups headed by a mother (or more rarely a father) are quite clear from records, and the independently-verified existence of nine family groups provides striking.confirmation of my hypothesis, when the corresponding standard lists are examined. In the lists, the members of each group are arranged one after the other. . ;• Using the newly-rediscovered logic behind.these lists^ we can isolate. 38 family groups which included 159 individuals -62% of the. total population of 225. Adopting this method 5 and applying it to other plantations, we find that in 1799, 27 women on the Petit-Morne sugar plantation were followed on the lists by 67 children and/or grandchildren; Of the 162 slaves on the plantation, 102 (or 63%) belonged to family. units. 6 Likewise, in 1766 on the Petit-Morne coffee plantation, there were seven family groups, including 24 individuals, or 55% of the total population. Such statistics turn out to be quite consistent (though all are certainly underestimates, since some of the slaves I count as living alone probably belonged to the unit listed just before or after their names), and they are very similar to those established by Higman (1984:356) : for example, in St. Lucia in 1815, 69% of rural slaves and 55% of urban slaves lived in family groups.
The method reveals other surprises. We often find several children of the same age listed after an older woman's name, suggesting that children did not necessarily live with their mothers (whether because of the mother's death or absence, or for some other reason). Keeping such considerations in mind, and using the information on family ties in the embryonic genealogies for the Gagneron Desvallons/Papin de l'Epine plantations, I found seven types of domestic groups (Table 4) .
In short, strong kinship ties existed on Martiniquan plantations, and the groupings were largely matricentric: 71% on the Gagneron Desvallons/ Papin de l'Epine plantation in 1766, and 63% on the Petit-Morne sugar plantation for the same year.
7 These statistics prefigure those for Martinique just after Emancipation, when more than 60% of families (or domestic units) were matricentric. I might note also that such ties were especially strong among the oldest slaves, those whose situation was most stable. Newer slave arrivals were more frequently moved: in 1772, five slaves belonging to the Gagneron-Desvallons/Papin de l'Epine plantations left for a coffee plantation; they had arrived four years earlier and there are no indications that they had developed family ties on the plantation. Finally, I might mention that the practice of listing slaves by family groups on the inventories does not depend, as one might expect, on the plantation's size or crop. It seems to depend, rather, on the plantation's style of management and the preference of the master. • -• 3. The slaves' ages may well be "false", but they remain consistent through time on the inventories: it was not possible to verify them independently.
4. Debien made this point long ago regarding the TAnse-a-PAne plantation (1960: 18).
5. Gutman used a similar method to establish paternal ties that did not otherwise appear in the historical record. He assumed that the name of the man who appeared at the top of a section of a plantation inventory that included children was their father (1976: 108, 115) . It is worth noting, however, that the census materials used by Gutman had been gathered xabin-by-cabin, while for Martinique, there is no indication that this was the case.
6. Eight women were preceded by one man, on the basis of whose age he is included in the unit.
• : 7.
• On the Bisdar'y plantation studied by Arlette Gautier, "80% of the slaves born on the plantation were brought upby their mother and father" (1984: 43).
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